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Minutes of the 21st meeting (Part-I) of the Central Monitoring Committee held on 
02.03.2026 regarding 351 polluted river stretches based on the directions of 
Hon’ble NGT in the matter OA No. 673 of 2018 
 
The 21st meeting (Part-I) of the Central Monitoring Committee (CMC) constituted by 
Hon’ble NGT in the matter OA No. 673 of 2018 was held at NMCG in hybrid mode with 
16 States/ UTs on 02.03.2026 under the Chairmanship of Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti (MoJS). The list of participants is at Annexure-I. 
 

Director General, NMCG welcomed all the participants and highlighted the 
mandates of CMC in the light of Hon’ble NGT order in December, 2019. He further told 
that as per the latest polluted river stretches assessment report of CPCB dated October 
2025, 296 polluted river stretches/locations have been identified on 271 rivers in 32 
States/UTs, based on the water quality data for the years 2022 and 2023. The number of 
polluted river stretches has come down from 351 stretches identified in 2018 and 311 
stretches identified in 2022.   

 
State/UT-wise Review & Directions 
 
1. Punjab  

1.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 5 in 2022 to 2 in 2025. The 
stretches of River Ghaggar and Satluj still remain in Priority-I.  State to focus on 
implementation of action plans for these 2 rivers.  

[Action: State of Punjab] 

1.2 Chief Secretary, Punjab informed that the regular meetings of River Rejuvenation 
Committee (RRC) are being held in the State. For addressing the issue of pollution in 
River Satluj in Ludhiana due to the industrial discharge into Buddha Nallah, a 
dedicated sub-committee has been constituted, which meets regularly to review/ 
monitor STPs constructed and their compliance status. 

1.3 The Chair directed State to work out the details of State funding vis-à-vis Central 
funding wrt the projects to be separately indicated in the reports. 

[Action: State of Punjab] 

1.4 State to work on Compliance of the CETPs existing in Ludhiana.  
[Action: State of Punjab] 

1.5  State to frame policy of Reuse of Treated water Policy in line with the National         
         Framework on SRTW.                                                         

[Action: State of Punjab] 
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1.6   State to Create portal for online monitoring of the STPs/ CETPs 

[Action: State of Punjab] 
 
2 West Bengal 

2.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 13 in 2022 to 11 in 2025. 
Stretch of River Mahananda remain in Priority-I. Status to focus on it. 

[Action: State of West Bengal] 

2.2 State to indicate following details in their MPR submissions: 

1) Compliance status with regard to the existing STPs 
2) Brief with regard to ongoing and proposed Solid Waste Management facilities along 

with their physical progress.  
 [Action: State of West Bengal] 

2.3 The Chair directed State to ensure that agreement is signed with KMC and CESC for 
utilization of treated water from STP at Garden Reach and Maheshtala in the 
proposed Power Plants 

[Action: State of West Bengal] 

2.4 State was requested to align its reuse policy with the National Framework on Safe 
Reuse of Treated Water.    

[Action: State of West Bengal] 

2.5  State was directed to resolve Land issues wrt the STPs on priority basis.  

[Action: State of West Bengal] 
 

3 Uttarakhand 

3.1 The number of polluted river stretches increased from 9 in 2022 to 12 in 2025. The 
stretches of River Bahela and Dhella still remain in Priority-I and stretches of River 
Suswa, Kalyani and Banganga are now categorized as Priority-I polluted river 
stretches. State to confirm the status of plans for Banganga and Kalyani River. 

[Action: CPCB] 

3.2 As the on-going STPs projects are expected to be completed in the catchment of 
Bahela, Dhella and Suswa Priority-I polluted river stretches, CPCB was directed to 
verify whether the pollution in these rivers will be addressed after commissioning of 
the STPs as per the Action Plans or whether any other intervention is required for 
improving the water quality in these 5 river stretches. 

 [Action: CPCB] 
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3.3 The Chair directed State to plan for providing house sewer network connections to 
STPs from the State funds. 

[Action: State of Uttarakhand] 

3.4 State PCB to analyze the real time monitoring data of the industries connected 
through OCEMS and identify the defaulting units.  Details in this regard to be 
submitted within a week.  

[Action: State of Uttarakhand] 

3.5 CPCB informed that as per the quarterly monitoring carried out by CPCB, out of 51 
STPs monitored in Uttarakhand, 43 STPs were found to be non-compliant with 
respect to Fecal Coliform parameter.  Chair desired that DO letters from Secretary, 
MoEF & CC should be written to Chief Secretary of the 5 Ganga Basin States for 
ensuring compliance with reference to the Laboratory Audit Reports shared by CPCB 
with the State PCB.  

[Action: CPCB] 
 
4 Uttar Pradesh 

4.1 The number of polluted river stretches reduced from 17 in 2022 to 16 in 2025. The 
stretches of River Hindon, Kali Nadi, Yamuna, Bahela and Kali (West) still remained 
in Priority-I.  State to confirm the status of plans for River Hindon, Kali Nadi, Bahela 
and Kali (West)River 

[Action: State of Uttar Pradesh] 

4.2 Chair highlighted that National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee developed a colony 
of 100 houses in Roorkee and has its own STP and the treated water from the STP is 
being reused. Such decentralized models can be replicated in other towns across 
the country as well. 

[Action: All States/UTs] 

4.3 The variation observed regarding Fecal Coliform parameter in the STP monitoring 
being reported by CPCB and State PCB needs to be reconciled by the State with 
CPCB.    

[Action: State of Uttar Pradesh] 

4.4 State informed that for addressing the pollution in River Hindon, 3 STPs of 65 MLD 
are operational, 1 STP of 135 MLD is under-construction and for tapping the flow of 
7 drains in Ghaziabad, a DPR is under preparation. UPPCB informed that it is working 
on developing a GIS platform for real-time monitoring of polluting units. 

4.5 Chair directed the State to get the issue with Meerut Cantonment Board resolved at 
the earliest by pursuing the matter with Central Ministries.   

[Action: State of Uttar Pradesh] 



Page 4 of 10 

 

4.6 State to notify the Reuse of Treated Water Policy by 31st March 2026. 
[Action: State of Uttar Pradesh] 

4.7 State to ensure that a certain percentage of house sewers/ sewer networks be 
connected to the STPs by utilizing State or Central funds, at least for the STPs funded 
under Namami Gange Project and where population size exceeds 5 lakh. State to 
conduct review of existing sewerage networks and connection with STPs. It will 
ensure better coordination between Urban Development and Municipalities for the 
same 

[Action: State of Uttar Pradesh] 

4.8 State to conduct Drain Drone survey for verifying the number and status of drains 
discharging into River Hindon.  

 [Action: State of Uttar Pradesh] 
 

5 Jharkhand  

5.1 The gap in sewage generation and treatment capacity in the state is very high. State 
to address the present gap in sewage treatment capacity and on-going STP works be 
expedited and completed in a time bound manner.  

[Action: State of Jharkhand] 

5.2 State indicated that STPs of 470 MLD, costing about Rs. 6000 crores are planned 
along the catchment of major rivers in the State, for which financial assistance is 
being explored.      

5.3 State has good potential for reuse of treated water. Therefore, utilizing the treated 
water from the existing/ upcoming STPs in Thermal Power Plants and Mining 
industries may be explored.  State to draft and bring reuse policy aligned with 
National policy in next two months. 

[Action: State of Jharkhand] 
 
6 Delhi 

6.1  River Yamuna remains as Priority-I polluted river stretch.  

6.2 Delhi to ensure that under tendering decentralized STPs to be expedited and 13 non-
compliant STPs to be upgraded as per the committed timeline  

 [Action: GNCT of Delhi] 

6.3 Delhi to ensure that interceptor sewer project is operated efficiently and fully 
utilized. 

[Action: GNCT of Delhi] 
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6.4 Delhi informed that for verifying the drains discharging effluent in Delhi, internal 
drain drone survey is being carried out by NMCG.  

6.5 Further, physical verification of the drains joining in Delhi stretch of Yamuna from 
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh has been done jointly with the States. 6 major drains 
each from Haryana and Uttar Pradesh have been identified to be carrying the 
pollution load. Project Report for addressing the same have been prepared by both 
the States and Haryana has also started implementing the same.    

 
7 Haryana  

7.1 The number of polluted river stretches increased from 3 in 2022 to 4 in 2025. 
Stretches of River Ghaggar and River Yamuna remain in Priority-I. Further, two more 
stretches of River Yamuna are now being categorized as Priority-II and III polluted 
river stretches.  The Action Plans for restoring River Ghaggar and River Yamuna be 
reviewed by CPCB.  

[Action: CPCB] 

7.2 State needs to indicate the incremental improvement with regards to improvement 
in PRS stretches by aiming towards sewer network connections and the number of 
untapped drains. It also requires to address effluents from MSME units to curb 
pollution loads joining the waterbodies. Therefore, a Concrete Action Plan based on 
milestones be prepared and executed.   

[Action: State of Haryana] 
 

8 Chhattisgarh  
 

8.1  The gap in sewage generation and treatment capacity in the state is very high. State 
to address the present gap in sewage treatment capacity and on-going STP works be 
expedited and completed in a time bound manner.  

[Action: State of Chhattisgarh] 

8.2  State has good potential for reuse of treated water.  State is to bring reuse policy 
aligned with National policy in next two months. 

[Action: State of Chhattisgarh] 

8.3  State to Explore possibility of developing decentralized STPs and decentralized solid 
waste management facilities for residential complexes/ housing colonies. 

 [Action: State of Chhattisgarh] 

8.4 State indicated that 123 MLD of treated water is proposed to be reused in industries 
(Steel/ Thermal Power Plants). For this, DPR has been prepared by industries and 
construction of pipelines for transporting the treated water has started in 1/3rd of the 
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projects. The construction work shall be completed within 1-1.5 years. Currently, 3 
MLD of treated water is being reused.  

 
9 Madhya Pradesh  

9.1 The number of polluted river stretches reduced from 19 in 2022 to 18 in 2025. The 
stretches of River Chambal and Khan remain in Priority-I.   

9.2 State to address the present gap in sewage treatment capacity,  
[Action: State of Madhya Pradesh] 

9.3 On-going STP works be expedited (Bhopal & Indore) and completed in a time bound 
manner.  

[Action: State of Madhya Pradesh] 

9.4 State to move towards real time monitoring system for all ETPs and CETPs be 
developed.   

[Action: State of Madhya Pradesh] 

9.5    State informed that Reuse of Treated Water Policy is under finalization.  

9.6 State also informed that Namami Narmada on the lines of Namami Gange, is being 
formed. Further for Capacity Building Trainings and Workshops, funding is sought 
from Ministry of Jal Shakti.  

 
10 Rajasthan 

10.1 The number of polluted river stretches reduced from 14 in 2022 to 8 in 2025. All the 
8 stretches are now categorized in Priority-V.   

10.2 State was requested to bring improvement in the Compliance status of the existing 
STPs.  

[Action: State of Rajasthan] 

10.3 State informed that OCEMS have been installed on the STPs and the number of non-
compliant STPs have reduced. Most of the land issues in the ongoing STP projects 
have been resolved.  

10.4 Sewerage Treatment & Wastewater Policy was notified by the State in October 2025, 
which includes a chapter on Reuse of Treated water.   

10.5 State was requested that the funds sanctioned under NRCP for Jodhpur STPs be 
utilized.  

[Action: State of Rajasthan] 
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11 Andaman & Nicobar 

11.1 There are no polluted river stretches in the UT.  

11.2 It was informed that the 25 MLD STP proposed under Smart Cities is still under 
tendering stage, due to absence of bidders. The issue is being looked into and the     
bidders are being consulted. UT is to expedite the tendering process.   

[Action: UT Administration] 
 

12 Lakshadweep 

12.1 There are no polluted river stretches in the UT.  

12.2 It was informed that as a part of decentralized approach 1600 biodigesters are 
operational and DRDO has installed 4 high performance biodigester in Kavaratti. 
Non-biodegradable solid waste is being transported to mainland for treatment. UT 
is to expedite construction of decentralized STP on priority. 

[Action: UT Administration] 
 

13 Odisha 

13.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 7 in 2022 to 6 in 2025. 
Improvement in river water quality is seen in the river stretches.  

13.2 The gap in sewage generation and treatment capacity in the state is very high. State 
to address the present gap in sewage treatment capacity and on-going STP works be 
expedited and completed in a time bound manner.  

[Action: State of Odisha] 

13.3 State informed that a holistic view has been adopted for liquid waste management. 
5 major cities have installed sufficient sewage treatment plants (STPs). For the non-
sewage cities, decentralized treatment approach has been adopted, by installing 
septage treatment plants. For addressing the remaining gap in sewage treatment, a 
Used Water Project Management Unit has been set up recently, which shall work 
upon installing I&D structures and decentralized units by the year 2027.  

[Action: State of Odisha] 

13.4 State also informed that policy for reuse of treated water is under finalization from 
the Cabinet. 

[Action: State of Odisha] 
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14 Jammu & Kashmir 

14.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 8 in 2022 to 7 in 2025.  
[Action: UT Administration] 

14.2 UT informed that the gap in sewage treatment in urban areas is 231 MLD at present. 
For bridging the gap, STPs of 60 MLD are coming up and new STPs are being planned.  

[Action: UT Administration] 

14.3 There is no Reuse of Treated Water Policy for the UT and it shall be looked into.  
[Action: UT Administration] 

14.4   LOA has been issued for the NRCD project for River Jhelum. The NRCD project for 
River Banganga is held up due to court stay (from 2 months), which is expected to 
be vacated in a month’s time.   

[Action: UT Administration] 
 
15 Bihar 

15.1 The number of polluted river stretches came down from 18 in 2022 to 12 in 2025.  

15.2 State to ensure that gap in sewage treatment be addressed on priority basis. 
[Action: State of Bihar]  

15.3 The utilization capacity of the existing STPs needs to be improved by expediting   
        sewerage network and connections with individual households. 

[Action: State of Bihar]  

15.4 State to develop Development of State’s Reuse of Treated Water Policy.  
[Action: State of Bihar]  

 
16 Himachal Pradesh 

Review could not be taken up because of no participation from the State at senior level.  
 
17 Miscellaneous 

17.1 For cities having more than 5 lakh population, State to ensure that a certain 
percentage of house sewers/ sewer networks be connected to the STPs and 
accordingly prepare a plan with timelines.   

[Action: All States/UTs] 
17.2 CPCB may revisit the criteria for identification of polluted river stretches as per the 

suggestions made by the States of Bihar, West Bengal and Uttarakhand for adoption 
of statistical methods. 

[Action: CPCB] 
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17.3 State of Uttar Pradesh is preparing inventory of the water polluting industries 
operational in the State and for monitoring of these industries, a portal is being 
developed. After implementation, CPCB may study the model and recommend 
whether the same can be replicated in other States as well.   

[Action: CPCB] 

17.4 With regard to the issue of sand mining, a toolkit or guidelines may be prepared by 
MoEF and circulated with the States/UTs for ensuring compliance.   

[Action: CPCB]  

17.5 NRCD to release Rs. 100 crores by 15th March 2026 as demanded by the State of 
Maharashtra for the Pune Project. 

[Action: NRCD] 

17.6 State of Maharashtra to return the consolidated fund of Rs.167 crores against the 
Nagpur Project to NRCD.   

[Action: State of Maharashtra] 
 

Concluding the meeting, the Chair observed that the periodic review of works 
undertaken and the progress recorded by each State is a Court-driven exercise. He 
emphasized that sincere and sustained efforts must be made at the State level to 
ensure incremental progress on all fronts. The Chair further stressed the need for 
regular review meetings at the State level, to be convened by the respective Chief 
Secretaries, to monitor and ensure effective implementation of the tasks and mandates 
assigned to the RRCs constituted in each State.  
  
The meeting ended with thanks to the Chair.  
 

***** 
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Annexure-I 
List of participants: 
 
1. Shri V.L. Kantha Rao, Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR, MoJS – in Chair 
2. Shri Rajeev Kumar Mital, Director General, NMCG cum Project Director, NRCD 
3. Shri Anup Kumar Srivastava, Executive Director (Technical), NMCG  
4. Shri Zaigham Ali Khan, Joint Secretary, NRCD 
5. Shri Rahul Dwivedi, Director (Projects), NMCG 
6. Shri Nazimuddin, Scientist F, CPCB 
7. Shri Dinabandhu Gouda, Scientist F, CPCB 
8. Shri S.K. Srivastava, Scientist-F, NRCD 
9. Shri A.P. Singh, Scientist-F, NRCD 
10. Dr. Phylliewbor Nylla Rymbai, Scientist-C, NRCD 
11. Ms. Swapna Devireddy, Director, SBM-G, DDWS 
12. Dr. Ravindra Bohra, Team Leader, SBM-G, DDWS 
13. Dr. Pravin Kumar, Director-Technical, NMCG 
14. Shri Rajat Kumar, Senior Waste Management Specialist, NMCG 
15. Shri Vijay Kumar, Assistant Civil Engineer, NMCG 
16. Shri Mahender Singh, Monitoring Expert, NMCG 
17. Shri Rachit Andley, Project Manager, NMCG 
18. Mrs. Ruby Raju, Senior Project Engineer, NMCG 
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